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this administration eliminates the 
Clean Power Plan, condemning future 
generations to scarce resources, harsh-
er climates, and economic uncertainty. 

Extreme weather has cost the U.S. 
economy at least $240 billion over the 
past 10 years. Climate change increases 
the frequency and severity of extreme 
weather. Shouldn’t we focus on hard-
ening and securing our infrastructure 
and making it more resilient to cli-
mate change? 

The Clean Power Plan would also re-
duce plant pollutants that cause asth-
ma attacks and respiratory illnesses, 
and it is projected to prevent thou-
sands of premature deaths, tens of 
thousands of asthma attacks, and pro-
vide at least $20 billion in total health 
benefits. 

The denial of science by this adminis-
tration is alarming and dangerous. I 
urge my colleagues to stand up for 
clean energy and our environment and 
take positive action to address climate 
change. 

f 

b 1600 

HURRICANE RELIEF BAILOUT 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Madam Speaker, bur-
ied in today’s disaster supplemental 
spending bill is a $16 billion taxpayer 
bailout of the National Flood Insur-
ance Program. That is nearly half the 
cost of this bill. This bailout does not 
come with a single reform that would 
put the program on the path to sus-
tainability. 

This taxpayer bailout maintains a 
program that has resulted in taxpayer- 
subsidized development and recon-
struction of homes that repeatedly 
flood. 

Madam Speaker, why are we not re-
forming this program that puts resi-
dents and first responders in harm’s 
way? How much more debt are we will-
ing to let this program pile onto the 
next generation? 

Americans in Texas, Florida, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands need help, 
and I would have liked to vote for the 
relief portion of today’s legislation, but 
the multibillion-dollar taxpayer bail-
out of an unreformed program made 
the bill unacceptable. 

I urge my colleagues to reconsider 
the path we are on. We could have had 
a bill that not only provided relief to 
hurricane victims, but would have pro-
vided relief for taxpayers and the next 
generation as well, but we did not. 

We will get another chance for fiscal 
sanity in December, when we recon-
sider the additional disaster funding 
and funding for the rest of 2018. Let’s 
hope we make better progress at that 
time. 

f 

TAX REFORM 

(Mr. GOTTHEIMER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today because I came to Wash-
ington to cut taxes for the residents of 
north Jersey. Our taxes are simply too 
high. 

This morning, at The Heritage Foun-
dation, the Speaker claimed that the 
rest of the country is propping up New 
Jersey. That is backwards. Currently, 
New Jersey pays in so that States like 
Wisconsin can cash out. 

New Jersey is already a grand sub-
sidizer of other States. We are one of 
the top 3 percent taxpaying districts in 
the entire country and at the bottom 
in what we get back. We need to 
change that. 

New Jersey only gets back 33 cents 
for every dollar we send to Washington. 
New Jersey residents get $3,076 less, as 
this shows, than what they pay in. 
West Virginia, for example, gets $4.23 
back for every dollar it sends in. 

New Jersey is not America’s 
piggybank. 

Our one saving grace has been the 
State and local property tax deduction: 
the ability to deduct those higher 
State, local, and property taxes before 
we have to send in our tax checks 
every April. It allows us to avoid dou-
ble taxation. Eliminating these State 
and local tax deductions will cost New 
Jersey an average of a $3,500 tax in-
crease per resident. Property values 
will go down more than 10 percent. 

So I am fighting to remove this tax 
hike provision from the tax reform bill 
that can hurt our businesses and our 
citizens. 

f 

PROUD OF VIRGINIA’S 
ASSISTANCE TO DISASTERS 

(Mr. TAYLOR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, 
today, Congress approved the second 
tranche of emergency funding for those 
affected by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, 
Maria, and the wildfires in the Western 
United States. 

I would like to take a second and 
shine a light on Virginians who have 
stepped forward to help our fellow 
Americans impacted by these natural 
disasters. 

Just the other day, I pulled up to a 
restaurant in Virginia Beach, where 
there was a steady line of vehicles com-
ing in the parking lot to drop off goods 
and essential items. Hundreds came to-
gether to give money and items for the 
people of Puerto Rico. 

From Hampton Roads to Richmond, 
to Roanoke, Virginia rose to the occa-
sion. We had soldiers and sailors and 
coastguardsmen and civilians deploy 
forward to help in Florida, Texas, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. 
We had National Guardsmen, Spanish 
speakers, FEMA workers, EMS units, 
helicopters, drones, boats, and medical 
supplies, and much more. 

We should all be very proud of Vir-
ginia’s vast efforts, their leadership, 
and their compassion. Virginia has 
never been afraid to lead. 

f 

REOPENING OF PFEIFFER CANYON 
BRIDGE 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, I 
am proud to rise today to recognize the 
reopening of the Pfeiffer Canyon 
Bridge in Big Sur, California. 

After 4 years of drought, my district 
on the central coast of California fi-
nally got the rain it needed, but a little 
too much. As a result, this year there 
were many large-scale landslides, in-
cluding this one, as we see here to my 
right, which knocked out the pilings of 
the Pfeiffer Canyon Bridge, causing 
this bridge to fail. 

This left a community of people iso-
lated and numerous businesses without 
revenue for at least 8 months. But over 
that same amount of time, the people 
of Big Sur, the people and government 
of Monterey County, the engineers and 
construction crews, and the California 
Department of Transportation dem-
onstrated a lot of grit, guts, determina-
tion, and dedication. They listened to 
each other and came together to fix 
this bridge. 

Tomorrow I will be able to attend the 
opening of this bridge. We will be able 
to show our pride for the record pace of 
construction, of government working 
together to get things done, the busi-
nesses that struggled but remained 
open in Big Sur during this time, and, 
most importantly, we will show our 
pride in the people of Big Sur and the 
communities on the central coast of 
California. 

f 

UNIFIED SPAIN 

(Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today as a mem-
ber of the Spain Caucus to discuss why 
a unified Spain is both legally, cul-
turally, and economically justified, 
and how it best serves United States 
foreign policy interests. 

First, the illegal Catalan independ-
ence referendum was held in violation 
of the Spanish constitution and in defi-
ance of the federal government. 
Catalunya, as an autonomous region 
within Spain, enjoys many rights and 
privileges under the Spanish constitu-
tion, but self-determination is clearly 
not one of them. 

The historical and cultural ties be-
tween Spain and Catalunya are strong. 
Spain and Catalunya have a shared his-
tory, being united since the reign of 
Ferdinand and Isabel over 500 years 
ago, and later, under the governance of 
the Kingdom of Aragon, similar to how 
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